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For the first time in its 25 years,
Carnivale has commissioned
work for its annual festival of
multicultural arts events. An
evening of dance titled The
House Plus is the resuli: a mix of
experienced and new
approaches to choreography

Anyone who saw flamenco
dancer Antonio Vargas in the
film Strictly Ballroom - an inter-
national broadening of a career
that was already well established
- will be delighted to find he
doesn't look a day older and still
rattles those heels with a bravura
macho flourish
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His work, The House, is the
main piece on the program
Based on Federico Garcla Lorca's
House of Bernada Alba, a tragic
story of suffocating family tra-
ditions, passion and death, it is a
stylistic hybrid. Vargas himself is
the pivatal male character, taking
his zapateado skills up a fight of
stairs to a stage within the stage
where he offers a flamenco dance
display thar is appropriate to the

' story and will be familiar to those

who have followed his career.

The rest of the cast mostly
dance barefoot in choreography
largely based on modern dance,
though several of the women
also put on their shoes for fla-
menco sequences that are ex-
pressive and theatrical.
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